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Powerboat World Championships return to Guernsey!
For the first time in 11 years Guernsey is set to host a premier World Powerboat event. The hugely popular 3C class boats, often referred to as the ‘backbone’ of World Powerboating, are coming to Guernsey in early September to compete over a series of 3 races for the title of World Champions!

This class, historically known as the 2 litre class, features boats ranging from 21 to 28 feet in length and are powered by 2.5 litre 200hp single outboard engines. The international fleet includes a variety of innovative designs from the futuristic monohull ‘Batboats’ capable of 85mph and renowned for their rough water capabilities, to 95mph catamarans more suitable for calmer conditions. Organisers expect 30 plus boats to travel to Guernsey from Italy, France, Germany, Portugal, the Scandinavian countries and possibly even South Africa and New Zealand. The members of The Guernsey Powerboat Association Organising Committee are most grateful to Public Services and especially the Harbour Authorities for their support of the event thus far. Permission has been obtained to base the event on the East Arm of the QE II Marina. The GPA is particularly concerned that the Racing should not interfere with local traffic and parking facilities, while at the same time giving the public access to the pits and race viewing opportunities.

The racing promises to be the most competitive for many years. Competitors are all expressing a huge enthusiasm to return to Guernsey, one of the world’s favourite venues for drivers and supporters alike. Our tidal and rocky waters provide drivers with challenging conditions like no other location.

This year also sees the introduction of the "green engine only" rule for the World Championships. The teams will have to forsake the old type carburettor engines in favour of more fuel efficient and lower emission machinery.

Guernsey is famous for its excellent safety coverage and the races have been organised so that two races are on the weekend. Robert Dodsworth, the Safety Officer, would welcome contact from any potential guard boats, safety boats, RIBS, jet skis etc who would like to assist.

Condor Ferries and Nautical Guernsey have once again been extremely generous in their support. However The Guernsey Powerboat Association is still seeking local sponsors to ensure that the facilities provided will be up to the highest standards which the Island has always provided to the visiting teams. The event will draw coverage in both the local and worldwide media; so for more information on the event and on the exciting sponsorship opportunities still available, please contact event coordinators Kevin Walsh on 07781 100 083, Edward Fattorini 07781 100343 or Robert Dodsworth 07781 145220.

The World Offshore Powerboat organisers have launched a new web site which can be found on www.guernsey2008.worldoffshore.com
The important dates and times are:
	Thu 4th Sept
	Race 1 U.I.M. Class 3C World Offshore Championship, Race Start 09.30 hrs

	Fri 5th Sept
	Decorated Boat Parade



	Sat 6th Sept
	Race 2 U.I.M. Class 3C World Offshore Championship, Race Start 10.30 hrs

	Sun 7th Sept
	Race 3 U.I.M. Class 3C World Offshore Championship, Race Start 10.30 hrs
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Media note:
For any further information or images please contact John Guille guillejohn@hotmail.com 07781 449 259
